Frxauriko-Harria: A Stone with a Past
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due to damage sustained during use in
competitions. A small crack appeared
when one lifter lost his grip and the
stone fell to the ground; it had to be re-
paired with special glue. On another oc-
casion, the stone was dropped and a
small piece broke off. Nevertheless, nei-
ther of these repairs has modified the
shape of the Etxauriko-Harria.

Elderly members of the village Etxauri
remember that the stone had previously
sat in the countryside outside the village.
“It was alongside an acacia tree,” said
Martin, known by his father’s name,
Txomin, “and the boys of the village
used it as one of the goalposts when we
played soccer matches.”

The origins of the stone were largely un-
known until a young man from Etxauri,

In 2000, the stonelifting competition Me-
morial Alberto Lakosta was held in Etxauri
as a fribute to Alberto Lakosta, a lumber-
jack from the village who had died that
year in an accident. In the years prior to
the inaugural Memorial Alberto Lakosta,
the famous Etxauriko-Harria suffered a pe-
riod of playing the role of a normal,
everyday stone, a role that seems unfitting
to those who see these stones in a special
way. Txomin fells us the story in detail:

“They had to build a wall for a market
garden. The bricklayer who was doing it
decided that the stone, our stone, the
stone of the boys, was going to be the

"l was only a boy but the memory is en-
graved in my mind. As | knew where the
stone was and didn’t want it to stay there
any longer, a friend and | went fo the wall
to take it. We took it out, leaving a hole
in its place.”

The Memorial Alberto Lakosta competi-
tion, involving the Etxauriko-Harria, is
held every year on a Sunday at the end
of March or the beginning of April. It
coincides with a cross-country race, the
Subida a Etxauri, that starts in the village
square (407 m high) and finishes on
Larreaundi mountain (840 m high).

the famous Etxauriko-Harria

of reps, the winner is the one who
weighs less. Usually the prize for the
winner is the weight of the stone (136.5
kg) in bottles of wine, reminiscent of the
bets that were placed in Etxauri dating
back to the middle of the 20th century.

"This year marked the eleventh Memorial

Alberto Lakosta competition. The current
record holder is Aimar Irigoien with 17
lifts in the 2013 competition. In 2005,
the Etxauriko-Harria competition was at-
tended by the first person known to have
lifted the stone, Pedro Aristondo Amutx-
astegi, who handed out the trophies. [l
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Contest poster.
Courtesy of Lucio Doncel.

in the Navarra province, went to visit his
girlfriend’s family in Mutriku, in the
Guiplzcoa province. When the young
man mentioned to his girlfriend’s father,

suffered a period of playing the role

Aimar Irigoien lifting the Etxauriko-Harria stone with
his coach Telleria giving encouragement.
Oskar Barber photo.

ot a normal, everyday stone . . . ~

Martin Txomin (l.) and Lucio Doncel (second r.)
with two stonelifters from Madrid.
Courtesy of Lucio Doncel.
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